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Archives départementales de la Côte-d’or (France). Parish registers 
and civil registration records from 1696 to 1828
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Archives départementales du Vaucluse (France). This inventory provides access to images of 
alphabetical indexes from 1865 to 1939; and military service registers from 1864 to 1921.
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University of Sussex Special Collections (UK). Archive of Mass Observation, 1937-1967. 

The Archive of Mass Observation, which is held at the University of Sussex, is an excellent re-
source for any historian researching British grassroots history during the 20th century. The archive 
is a result of the information that was collected by a social research organisation known as Mass 
Observation, that was founded in the late 1930s. Its aim was to conduct anthropological studies 
and analyse the everyday lives of ordinary people throughout Britain. The archive mainly consists 
of documents such as surveys, reports, and diaries that are highly insightful for understanding so-
cial history in the 20th century. The organisation continued on until the 1960s, but the project was 
later revived in 1981 by the University of Sussex.

Pic from the Mass Observation Archives Online
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The National Archives (UK) Records of the Court of Requests 1492-1642 

The Records of the Court of Requests, held at the National Archives (UK), are another key source 
for understanding the lives of ordinary British people during the late medieval and early modern 
period. Established in the 1480s, the court heard civil disputes and occasional criminal cases for 
those who were of lower status. Known as the ‘court of poor men’s causes’, it operated until 1642 
but was not revived after the conclusion of the English Civil War. Court documents include materi-
als related to cases regarding property, marriage contracts, inheritance issues, and land disputes. 
They are incredibly useful for discovering details about the lives of ordinary people from a period 
where information is very scarce. 

AI - generated image. You can find the documents at the UK National Archives. 
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Archivo Histórico Provincial de Cáceres (Spain) Protocolos Notariales de la provincia de 
Cáceres 1514/1988

Documents produced by regional notaries, such as those held at the Archivo Histórico Provincial 
de Cáceres, are an important means to understand Spanish grassroots history. Notaries have 
been established in Spain since the medieval period.  This example is from the region of Cáceres 
and spans several hundred years. Local notaries were used to ratify legal decisions such as wills, 
dowry agreements, and deeds of sales. They are an important as they provide a reflection of the 
daily life in many municipalities and can even feature other information such as legal cases and 
auction records. 

AI - generated image. You can find the documents at the Archivo Histórico Provincial de Cáceres 



